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Respected Madam Speaker, Lok Sabha & Chairperson of the Conference, Smt.
Meira Kumar ji, Respected Vice-Chairman, Rajya Sabha Shri K.Rahman ji, respected
presiding officers from State Legislatures, officers, ladies and gentlemen,

Itis giving me hearty pleasure in welcoming you all to Jaipur, the capital of Rajasthan
which is world renowned as the Pink City. After 32 years, Jaipur has again got the
honour of hosting this prestigious conference. Planned and founded in 1727 AD by
Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh, this city is famed for its enchanting architecture, unparalleled
town-planning and pinkish hue. The grand palaces, monuments and forts of this historic
city not just mirror its glorious past but are beyond comparison from the point of view of
vaastushilp. The rich culture and alluring art traditions of the place magnetize tourists
instinctively towards it.

Surrounded by hills of Aravali range, the vistas of this eye-soothing city present
such a picture as if a maestro painter has put his vivid imagination on the canvas.
Eager to welcome the guests, the imposing entrance doors of the city, grand and
spellbinding palaces, canopies and screened windows are a unique combination of
medieval and modern art. Geometric design, mathematical purity and unique form
make it without parallel. Jaipur's Palace of Wind (Hawa Mahal), Observatory, City Palace,
Amber's Fort and Palace, Jaigarh and Nahargarh forts are renowned for their historical
background.

Each city of Rajasthan is known for its historical and other places of tourist interest.
Ajmer, the heart of this predominantly desert land, is a triune of education, culture and
religion. This historical city is a symbol of religious harmony where sacredness of
important pilgrimage centre Pushkar, the piety of Khwaja Garib Nawaj and ringing bells
of churches create a symphony of religious diversity. The land of Hindustan has been
propagating for centuries the message of love and world brotherhood through its
innumerable Sufis and saints. Khwaja Moinuddin Hasan Chisti was alsoone such
saint.

Rajasthan is acclaimed for their glorious traditions. Symbolic of bravery, chivalry
and heroism, the land of Rajasthan has its own special characteristic from the perspective
of historicity. The scene of very many important mythological events, it is a state whose
blood-soaked heroic tales of warriors have been written in gold letters in the annals of
India. The history of this hero-producing land of Rajasthan is brimming with exemplary
tales of chivalry of Maharana Kumbha and Rana Sanga, sacrifice of Jaimal Patta,
patriotism of Maharana Pratap, philanthropy of Bhamashah, honour-oriented self-
immolation of Padmini, rare child-heir rearing of Pannya Dhay and Gaura Dhay and
loyalty of Veer Durgadas.

Enriched with Charmanyavati, Kali Sindh and Parvati rivers and covered with forests,
mythological and historical city of Kota has been a centre of art, literature and culture
which has now assumed a distinct identity of an industrial city. Placed in the lap of
Aravali hill ranges, Bundi along with tales of chivalry exhibits a unique style of painting.
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Land of Hada Rajputs, Bundi encompasses grand palaces, havelis, temples, ponds
and baories. Renowned by the name of Sun City, Jodhpur the entrance to the Desert
is also a great tourist attraction due to deeds of historical chivalry, cultural heritage and
glorious traditions. Havelis of Shekhawati region enchant the tourists because of their
unrivalled architecture, delightful murals and emblazoned doors.

If Bharatpur is renowned for Ghana Bird Sanctuary and palaces of Deeg, then
Udaipur is famed because of its serene lakes, royal palaces and other bewitching
places. Chittorgarh and Ranthambhore are renowned for their impregnable forts.
Ranthambhore is known for Tiger Project also, which our honoured guests will be visiting.
Artistic city Bikaner and sand-duned Jaisalmer have also carved a special place for
themselves on the world tourist map. Pali situated temples of Ranakpur and Delwara
temples of Mount Abu are also famous for their outstanding stone work.

Rajasthan has made special contribution towards the nation's freedom struggle.
Its freedom fighters did not hesitate in laying their lives. The names of Shri Govind
Guru, Shri Arjun Lal Sethi, Thakur Kesari Singh Barahath, Shri Vijai Singh Pathik, Seth
Damodar Lal Rathi, Thakur Jorawar Singh and Rao Gopal Singh Kharwa are particularly
noteworthy as institutor of freedom struggle in Rajasthan. Among the unforgettable
martyrs of freedom struggle, the names of Shri Pratap Singh Barahath, Shri Sagar Mal
Gopa, Shri Balmukund Bissa, Shri Chunni Lal Sharma, Shri Ramesh Swami, Shri Birbal
Singh, Shri Nana Bhai Khant and Kali Bai, Shri Nanak Bhil, Chhatra Shanti and Aanandi
and Shri Rupaji and Kripaji Dhakar are taken with great pride. And among the flag
bearers of public enlightenment in Rajasthan, the names of Swami Kumaranand, Shri
Motilal Tejawat, Swami Gopaldas, Shri Laduram Joshi and Sardar Harlal Singh deserve
special mention.

In the agitations of Rajasthan, movement of farmers of Bijolia and Bhil movement
are remembered as struggle against exploitation.

Each nook and corner of Rajasthan tells stories of bravery, chivalry and sacrifice.
The prestige associated with Rajputana Rifles in the Indian Army is hidden from none.
The braves of this land have preferred their heads removed from their bodies instead
of submitting to the enemy. For this very reason, historian Col. James Todd has written
that there would rarely be a village where is no Thermopylae type arena and there
would rarely be a mother who has not given birth to a Leonardo type watrrior.

In Operation Vijay of Kargil War, of the 51 soldiers of Rajasthan who laid their
lives, 35 were proud sons of Shekhawati region. The enthusiasm of youths of this
region to gain entry into the Indian Army is marvelous and seen to be believed. Despite
witnessing their soldier-husbands sacrificing their lives at the altar of land, their proud
widows prefer their only sons again with the Army.

The land of Rajasthan, in addition to sacrifice and renouncement has been a
perennial source of love, meditation, vibrancy, vigour, art and literature. Author of 'Vansh
Bhaskar'and 'Veer Satsai', poet laureate Suryamall Mishran was considered as the
dazzling star of literary firmament and the creator of 'Veer Vinod', Shyamaldas was
honoured with the title of 'kaviraja’. For the poetic paeans to God, Meera of Merta was
recognized as the 'Bhakt Shiromani' (biggest worshipper) due to her worship of Lord
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Krishna in rhythmical poetic stanzas. Charan poets of the land have ignited the flames
of struggle amongst the warriors through their spirited writings. When Chand Bardai,
the creator of 'Prithviraj Raso' uttered 'char bans Chaubis gaj angul ashta praman’
(means adopted to convey the direction and distance of the targeted enemy), the blind
Prithviraj Chauhan formalized the arrow on verbal instructions. In the historians of this
place, the names of Dr. Gaurishankar Heerachand Ojha, Munshi Deviprasad, Pandit
Gangasahai, Shri Harbilas Sharda and Shri Jagdish Singh Gahlot are especially
noteworthy.

Itis a matter of pride for Rajasthan that denizens of this state have been bestowed
with different 'padam’ titles for noteworthy contribution in different fields. Amongst the
Padamvibhushan awardees, industrialist Shri Ghanshyam Das Birla, educationist Dr.
Daulat Singh Kothari and Dr. Kalulal Shrimali feature prominently; in the Padambhushan
awardees, names of Smt. Ratan Shastri and Shri Sitaram Seksaria immediately come
to mind; and in the Padamshri awardees, the names of Shri Sheeshram Ola, Shri
Khelshankar Durlabhji, Shri Kripal Singh Shekhawat, Dr. P.K.Sethi, Smt. Allah Jilai Bali,
Shri Komal Kothari, Shri Ramgopal Vijaivargiya, Smt. Laxmikumari Chundawat, Shri
Hisamuddin Usta, Sardar Kudrat Singh, Shri Kailash Sankhala and recent Smt. Krishna
Punia can be proudly taken.

The public life of the animated Rajasthan is ever alive with traditional festivals,
fairs, occasions and merriments. The famed adage about this land 'saat vaar nau
tyohar' (nine festivals in seven days of a week) gives a idea about the profusion of
festivals here. Its cultural traditions and glimpses of public life leave such an indelible
imprint which can never be erased. Teejand Gangaur are prominent among the popular
festivals here.

The folk culture, the folk songs and folk dances of Rajasthan have taken deep
roots in the life of its people. Rich with art and culture, Rajasthan has provided unique
forms of different painting styles. Bundi, was associated with a distinct style of its
paintings. Its rulers left a valuable legacy of it, in addition to equal contribution in the
field of art, literature and crafts. Along with the styles of Kota and Bundi, paintings of
Kishangarh style have also made an identity of its own at international level.

| can say it with great pride that the folk life and folk culture of Rajasthan had
initiated centuries ago steps towards public enlightenment about nature and environment
when there was neither a threat of global warming nor the adverse situations of present
times. About 300 years ago, in the Khejadali village of Jodhpur 363 men and women
of Vishnoi tribe prevented tree felling by embracing the ill-fated trees and laying their
lives in the process, yet did not allow felling of khejari trees. It is said that 'sir saathe
roonkh rahe, to bhi sasto jaan' i.e. if body is beheaded and the trees survive even then
it should be considered a non-costly bargain.

Today the environmentalists may be worried about the environment protection
and conservation; however, about 500 years ago a saint of this land and founder of
Bishnoi tribe, Jambhoji recognizing the importance of environment conservation taught
to protect wild life and trees by terming them indispensable for the survival of human
race. Bishnois are still dedicated to the conservation of trees and wild life with full
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devotion. The credit to save black buck specie goes entirely to Bishnoi tribe. With the
objective of growth of vegetation, hon'ble Chief Minister and the Government of
Rajasthan have initiated 'Harit Rajasthan' (Green Rajasthan) campaign and due to
this, common man are encouraged towards tree plantation and have rejoined the
traditional culture of adoption of trees.

Geographically speaking, Rajasthan today is the biggest state in the country. Jaipur,
the capital of Rajasthan, has not remained untouched with the all round growth in the
state and the country. Heading on the road to progress, the burgeoning population of
Jaipur and the rapid development has led it gaining the characteristics of metropolitan
cities. Big shopping malls, multiplexes, modern educational institutions, numerous parks,
flyovers and multi-storeyed buildings have given it a new look. Looking to the prospective
development and increasing pressure of traffic, work on Metro Project has begun to
ease and facilitate transportation in the city.

Hon'ble friends, the journey of the state from royalty to democracy is the result of
renunciation, sacrifice and the undergone agony. In the state's six decades of glorious
journey, the efforts of our statesmen and creators of modern Rajasthan have given
new form to democracy, in which we have seen the formalization of the concept of 'rule
of public, rule by public and rule for public'. | feel very happy in saying that initiative in
the direction of democratic decentralization began firstly in Rajasthan when the first
Prime Minister of India, Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru inaugurated the panchayati raj system
by lighting a lamp in Nagaur on 2nd October, 1959.

Rajasthan came into being on 30th March, 1949 after the merger of 22 big and
small princely states and their unification process spread over several stages. The
then Union Home Minister Shri Vallab Bhai Patel duly inaugurated it. The same day
Maharaja Sawai Man Singh of Jaipur and ruler of Kota state were administered the
oaths of Rajpramukh and Up-Rajpramukh, respectively, and the first popular government
was constituted under the leadership of Shri Heera Lal Shastri.

Formation of democratic Rajasthan is a golden chapter in the annals of Independent
India. After the General Elections of 1952 and with the constitution of first Rajasthan
Legislative Assembly, seeds of democratic principles were sown here. The Rajasthan
Legislative Assembly has presented - with its healthy parliamentary conventions, ideals
and tolerance - an exemplary example in maintaining coordination and cordiality. There
has been special contribution of this Legislature in the progress and development of
the State. This House has had such luminaries whose hearts was forever associated
with the suffering humanity.

Rajasthan Legislative Assembly has the good fortune that in its initial years, such
visionary and intellectuals leaders were elected who performed the legislative work
diligently, taking it as a mission in life. They with their public conduct established high
standards of dignity. Resultantly, right from the very first Rajasthan Legislative Assembly,
sound parliamentary conventions were laid down.

Rajasthan Legislative Assembly, from the very beginning, has been the conveyer
of healthy parliamentary conventions which has in the process been guided by the
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erudite, farsighted and intellectual members and presiding officers. The presiding officers
of this Legislative Assembly have with the larger objective of exalting the accepted
behaviour and dignity of the House, laid down such healthy parliamentary conventions
under its Rules of Procedure which other state Legislatures quote as examples. On
this occasion, | would like to remember and pay homage to such learned members
who have contributed their might to maintain the healthy parliamentary conventions of
the House.

The great personalities who have adorned the Office of the Speaker of the Rajasthan
Legislative Assembly have enhanced the dignity of the House by impartial discharge of
their duties. Fortunately, the till date Speakers of this Legislative Assembly have with
their foresightedness, impatrtiality and intellect made unforgettable contribution to the
strengthening of the democratic principles. Shri Narottamlal Joshi was the first Speaker
of the Rajasthan Legislative Assembly who in his tenure not only laid down healthy
parliamentary conventions but also initiated new parliamentary practices.

Shri Ramniwas Mirdha with his kind behaviour, soft-spokenness, impartiality and
justice-oriented mentality, garnered for himself a special place in the parliamentary
democratic system. Shri Niranjan Nath Acharya used to leave an imprint of large-
heartedness even in the intricacies of law. Shri Ramkishore Vyas also presented
encouraging and exemplary example by the serious and impartial conduct of the
business of the House.

Maharawal Shri Laxman Singh also exhibited dignity, soft-spokenness and amiable
nature every time. Shri Poonam Chand Bishnoi used to render fearless, lucid and
lawful rulings instantaneously. Shri Harishankar Bhabhra, in addition to maintaining the
dignity and autonomy of the Legislative Assembly, initiated procedural innovations in
the conduct of the business of the House. The healthy conventions established by the
initial Speakers were taken forward in the same spirit by the later Speakers, viz., Shri
Gopal Singh, Shri Giriraj Prasad Tiwari, Shri Shantilal Chaplot, Shri Samarthlal Meena,
Shri Parshram Maderna and Smt. Sumitra Singh.

Rajasthan Legislative Assembly in its hitherto lifespan has established many
parliamentary milestones which can be a beacon to other State Legislatures. Former
Chief Minister, late Shri Harideo Joshi created an unrivalled feat of continuously getting
elected to the Legislative Assembly for 10 uninterrupted terms, from 1st Legislative
Assembly to 10th Legislative Assembly. Leader of the House for a long time, Shri
Mohanlal Sukhadia's extraordinary success is reflective of his tolerance, good-relations
oriented and kind personality. Shri Bhairon Singh Shekhawat, who also enhanced the
parliamentary conventions, was both Leader of the House and Leader of Opposition
three times each and later ascended the high Office of the Vice-President of India.

There have been many proud occasions in the history of Rajasthan Legislative
Assembly when very distinguished personalities came here. One such historic occasion
was in the year 1953 when the first Prime Minister of India, Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru
addressed the members of the Rajasthan Legislative Assembly on the floor of the
House. The parliamentary delegations from abroad coming to India also cannot resist
the temptation of visiting the colourful Rajasthan.
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The day of 6th November, 2001 is a special day for the Rajasthan Legislative
Assembly when H.E. the President of India dedicated this beautiful Legislative Assembly
building to the public. A mixture of modern and traditional architecture, this building is
a unique attraction of Rajasthan which is generally famed for its town planning and
excellent vaastu cratft.

The facade of this building which reflects the vaastu craft and architecture of
Rajasthan is pink hued because of the use of stones from Jodhpur, Banshi Paharpur
and Karauli. Spread over an area of about 17 acre and covering a built up area of 6
lakh square feet, this building has prolific use of distinct artistic architectural designs of
Rajasthan in its decorated and attractive lounges depicting distinct styles of different
regions of the state.

Rajasthan Legislative Assembly, drawing encouragement from the Parliament of
India and other democratic countries of world, has made every effort to maintain and
enhance the parliamentary conventions, making them strong, effective and exemplary
by adopting them in its day-to-day affairs. This Legislative Assembly has shown
adeptedness by always working in accordance with the people's hopes and aspirations.
Here in the early years of its life were passed many radical bills oriented towards land
reforms. Rajasthan, on the one hand, has been in the forefront of working in the
direction of land reforms; at the same time, it has enacted many important legislations
oriented towards enlightenment in social and economic spheres. Credit for it goes to
the state's public welfare oriented Cabinets and vigilant members of the Legislative
Assembly.

Appreciating the dire requirement of conservation of environment, Rajasthan
Legislative Assembly taking initiative in the whole county has begun use of electronic
medium in the important and big part of proceedings of the Legislative Assembly by
putting the entire process of question asking and answering thereof by government
departments to the Assembly online. In this process, presently the Legislative Assembly
Secretariat and the departments of the State Government are exchanging questions
and answers thereto through computers and internet. In the next phase, the Hon'ble
members could forward their questions to the Assembly Secretariat while sitting in their
constituencies or homes. By a quick estimate, the adoption of this practice will lead to
a saving of about a crore pages, and the equivalent natural resources, a year. If Rajya
Sabha, Lok Sabha and other State Legislatures also adopt this eco-friendly practice, it
can certainly be a very big contribution towards environment conservation.

Answers of the questions asked by the members are put on the website of the
Legislative Assembly same day soon after the Question Hour which becomes available
to the general public along with the hon'ble members. Hon'ble members can seek
information on matters of public interest through questions in the inter-session period
also. For this, there is a provision in the Rules of Procedure to ask unstarred questions
during inter-session period.

Rajasthan Legislative Assembly, in addition to making democracy stronger,
effectively brought into being rule of law, transparency in administration, human rights
of deprived sections and women empowerment. The journey from the historic old
premises of Sawai Man Singh Town Hall to this beautiful building in Jyoti Nagar is not
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confined just to the facilities and modernity but is revamping also of those traditions
and working which began with the Legislative Council of the princely states and with
the inaugural address of the Rajpramukh, Sawai Man Singh. Today the need of the
hour is that we tutor and mould the young generation to further enrich the democratic
legacy so that they move with the times and fulfill the requirements of society, state and
nation as also their prosperity and happiness.

Before | conclude, | would like to thank the Chief Minister and officers of the State
Government for their financial help and logistical support as also the officers/officials of
the Rajasthan Legislative Assembly Secretariat without whose ceaseless enthusiasm
and cooperation, the successful hosting of this prestigious conference would not have
been possible.

I hope, our guests during their brief stay would see as to how the city of Jaipur has
continued to be a cynosure of tourist attraction all over the world. You will also see how
enriching is the culture of hospitality that prevails in this sacred land which is synonymous
with the spirit of 'atithi devo bhavah' (guests are gods). Though we have made every
effort to ensure that your Jaipur visit becomes a pleasing, comfortable and unforgettable
experience and you carry happy memories of it; however, it is a big function and, quite
possibly, totally untended shortcoming in the arrangements, facilities and hospitality
may lurk here and there. Therefore, we would seek kind indulgence of our honoured
guests and request their magnanimity.

I would conclude with the hope and firm belief that with the meaningful deliberations
in the conference, the culture of healthy parliamentary working and the democratic
government system will not just be strengthened but will also ensure improvement
therein, wherever warranted.

Thanking you. Jai Hind.
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